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As we start December, we are all getting excited for the festivities of the weeks ahead. Hopefully you have 

enrolled on our new communications platform ‘Reach more Parents’ as there is a lot happening and 

information on there will be the most up to date. We are looking forward to the PTA Christmas in the 

playground this week -thank you for all your generous donations for the tombola last week. Skylark class 

have been rehearsing their Nativity and the older children are starting to learn the carols for their concert 

too.  

During this exciting, busy and often stressful time, it is important to 

remember that not all families have the means to celebrate 

Christmas in the same way. This year we collected gifts for 

children and families which a representative of the Salvation 

Army collected last Friday. Thank you for all your generous 

contributions, they will be gratefully received this Christmas.  

 

Looking ahead to January, we will be holding a parent support 

group at school, to celebrate what is going well and provide 

support for challenging behaviour beyond the school gate. This 

will take place on the 22nd January at 1:30pm and at 6pm. Look 

out for more information on how to sign up.  

 

Staffing Update 

This term we say goodbye to Miss Sarah, who will 

be leaving Hatherop on the 13th December to 

embark on a new role in another school. We wish 

her all the best and thank her for all she has done 

for the school in her many varied roles.  

 

At the end of the term, Mrs Ward will also be 

leaving. She has been a member of staff at 

Hatherop for 15 years! She will be missed, 

particularly in Skylark class, but also by those 

children who see her weekly in her role as ELSA. 

We wish her well as she spends more time with her 

family.  

Remembrance Day  

 

To commemorate and remember those who died 

serving their country in the 

armed forces, all the 

children made a display of 

poppies using plastic 

bottles. On Monday the 

11th at 11am, they held a 2 

min silence in their class 

and said a prayer 

together. 

 

Anti-bullying Week 

 We had a great Anti-Bullying week with lots of activities and the theme was to ‘Choose Respect’. At the 

start of the week we had a worship introducing Anti-Bullying Week and it had videos and songs. On Tuesday 

we wore odd socks to show that we are all different. We did a live lesson on BBC about bullying and we 

learnt how to be respectful to others. We also decorated hands and wrote ways to show respect to others 

and Mrs Pritchard put them up in the hall.  
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Snowman Trail  

 

Meet Marlo our school snowman, designed by the 

children in the school council. It will be available to 

see at Bibury Trout Farm along with snowmen from 

other local schools. 

 

The snowman trail will run every weekend and during 

the school holidays in December. Father Christmas’ 

grotto will also be open during these times. Booking 

information can be found on their website 

(www.biburytroutfarm.co.uk) 

 

 

Children in Need 

 

The school council organised a very successful 

Children in Need bake off, with so many excellent 

entries, the school council had the tough job of 

judging the semi – finalists.  The teachers then spent 

their breaktime sampling the cakes to find the 

winners in each class. A special well done to Henry 

Perkins, whose biscuits won top place! Everyone’s 

efforts resulted in a fantastic £263 raised for children 

in need.  

 

 

 

 

 
   

Pantomime 

 

We were treated to a travelling pantomime in our own school hall last Tuesday.  A multi-talented cast of 

three actors put on an amazing production of Beauty and the Beast, with each of them taking on multiple 

roles. Every year group was cheering the hero and hissing the baddies and I suspect the screams of ‘He’s 

behind you ‘could have been heard as far away as Coln Stores! What a great start to the festive season. 
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Hatherop Big Build Update 

More than £10,000 was raised through a single event in November, as more than 60 lots went under the 

hammer for the Auction of Promises. 

A huge thank you to everyone who bid for the very generously donated items that ranged from sausage 

rolls and Christmas cakes to hot air balloon rides and holiday retreats! Several thousand pounds had already 

been raised in online bids before auctioneer extraordinaire Philip Allwood from Moore Allen fired up the 

crowd to get the total even higher. 

A tremendous amount of time and effort goes into putting on an auction of this scale, from finding lots to 

dealing with the countless admin and logistical challenges. There are too many people to mention by 

name, but a special thank you to Corinne Bailey for all the hours she put in to make this event so successful, 

plus James and Philippa Hart for letting us host the event in their beautiful barn. 

The auction was followed a few nights later with the triumphant return of the legendary Men’s Cake Baking 

Competition, with bakers from far and wider looking to raise some dough (ha ha!) for the Big Build. And they 

did not disappoint. From the sublime to the ridiculous, cakes of every shape, size, style and flavour were put 

forward for the competition, with the judges given the unenviable task of whittling the dozens of entries 

down to a single winner and a special prize for best appearance. 

A huge thank you to TV legend Anne Robinson for fronting the contest in great style, to Nigel and Angie 

Hugh-Smith for playing host and, most importantly, to Nick Brett for managing the entire process from start to 

finish. All in, the event raised over £1,100 for the Big Build, helping to make November one of the 

campaign’s best months to date. 

We would like to take the opportunity to pay a special thank you to everyone at Coln Community Store for 

helping out not just with the Cake Bake, but for being so supportive to the Big Build and the Hatherop 

Primary in general. Please do say a personal thank you to the team next time you’re in to help make them 

know how appreciated they are. 

This is the final update from us for 

2024. Thank you to everyone for 

your support for the Big Build, and 

let’s make sure we start 2025 

running as we continue to home in 

on the Stage 1 and 2 target 

before the summer! 

The Hatherop Big Build team 

 

Dates for the Diary: 

2nd December  Bikeability – Year 5 

5th December Experience Advent – Kingfisher class only  

6th December  PTA Christmas in the Playground 

11th December  Skylark Nativity 9:30am 

12th December PTA Movie Night 

16th December Screening of ‘An otter love story’ with Jeff Wilson 

18th December  Carol Concert at church 6pm 

19th December Christmas Lunch 

20th December Celebration Worship 1:30pm 

End of Term 2pm 

6th January Term 3 Starts 

15th January  No ASC – Full Staff Training 

22nd January Parent Support Group 1:30pm and 6pm 

24th January Year 5/6 School Beat Officer Visit 

 


