
Parents Phonics 

Workshop



Why are we here?

• We want to enable parents to know how to better support their 

children in their learning of phonics.

• We want to answer questions regarding the teaching and learning 

of phonics.



What is phonics?

• Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and

write. It helps children hear, identify and use different

sounds that distinguish one word from another in the

English language.

• Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English

with individual letters or groups of letters.

-National Literacy Trust-



KEY VOCABULARY 



A phoneme 

• A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a word that 

you can hear.

• For example; in cat you can hear c-a-t.

• The phonemes are the individual sounds you can hear.
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A grapheme 

• These are the letter(s) that represent the phoneme. The 

grapheme is what you can see.

• Children need to practise recognising the grapheme and 

saying the corresponding phoneme. 

• This is what we call grapheme-Phoneme correspondence 
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The alphabetic code 

• How many letters are in the English alphabet?

• 26 letters

• How many phonemes (speaking sounds) make up the 

English language?

• 44



Sounds

- down the left

columns as 

there are fewer 

sounds than 

graphemes

Graphemes or

spelling

alternatives
-across the rows

The Floppy’s Phonics Alphabetic 

Code Chart lists the sounds in 

the order in which they are 

introduced in Level 1+ to 3 

which helps with the 

organisation of teaching the 

programme and links all the 

graphemes to the sounds.

The borders around the 

graphemes and word examples 

are colour-coded like other FP 

resources.

The Alphabetic Code Chart is 

the heart of the FP programme 

and important for both 

systematic and incidental 

phonics teaching. 



Grapheme 

tablets are 

colour-coded to 

match the FP’s 

stages

Order of sounds 

introduced in 

the programme 

go down the 

side.





Taking a closer look...





How to produce pure sounds

https://youtu.be/UCI2mu7URBc


What happens once we learn a sound?

We learn how to blend 

• Belding in recognising the grapheme(s) (written letter) in 

a written word and knowing the corresponding phoneme 

(sound).

• s-a-t

• Once you have said the correct phonemes, you blend 

them together to pronounce the word ‘sat’.



Segmenting (de-coding)

• This is a key skill for writing and spelling

• You sound out the word to think about how to spell it.

• The opposite of blending.

• Identify the individual sounds in a spoken word and write 

down each sound (phoneme) you can hear to form the 

word.

• E.g. s-t-or-k= stork



Digraphs and trigraphs 

• If it is just one letter in the sound it is a grapheme

However, we also have:

• DIGRAPHS – 2 letters that make 1 sound

ll ss   zz oa ai

• TRIGRAPHS – 3 letters that make 1 sound

igh ure



Sound buttons for segmenting 

• Using ‘sound buttons’ can you say how many phonemes 

are in each word.

shelf

dress

string



Tricky words 

• Words that are not phonically decodable

e.g. was, the, I

• Some are ‘tricky’ to start with but will become decodable once we have 
learned the harder phonemes

e.g.    out,  there

• These are also given to the children in their lists to learn at home as 

sometimes they have to be learnt by sight.

• Lots of these words frequently appear in reading so it is important to know 

them.



Tricky word lists 

Once the children have learnt their tricky words in order, we need them to learn them out of order to test 

if they really know the words out of the context of the tricky word list. 

Why not play games with them? Such as, sticky them on post it notes around the house.

Cutting up the letters and making the children spell them etc.



Phonics Screening Check

What is the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check?

The phonics screening check is taken individually by 

all children in Year 1 in England, and is usually taken 

in June.

It is designed to give teachers and parents 

information on how your child is progressing in 

phonics. It will help to identify whether your child 

needs additional support at this stage so that they 

do not fall behind in this vital early reading skill.





It checks that your child can:

•Sound out and blend graphemes in order to read simple words.

•Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words, e.g. cat, sand, windmill.

•Read a selection of nonsense words which are referred to as pseudo words.



How we teach phonics 



Examples of the Activity Sheets we use in 

our phonics sessions 



When will my child bring home a book?

At the end of each oxford level, we will complete a 

phonics assessment, once the children can comfortably 

read all the Level 1+ sounds, they will bring home their 

first reading book. 



Books without words – coming home this 

week!





Home expectations for Skylark Children

• Practice key words at home 

• Read their book with an adult at home at least 3 times

• Record all reading in their reading journals 

• Reading packs (inside book bags) to come back to school 

everyday 



Phonic terms your child will learn at school…

• Phonemes: The smallest units of sound that are found  

within a word

• Grapheme: A grapheme is a letter or a number of letters that represent a sound (phoneme) sh

ch

• Diagraph: Two letters that make one sound when read

• Trigraph: Three letters that make one sound

• CVC: Stands for consonant, vowel, consonant.

• Segmenting: breaking up a word into its sounds.

• Blending : Putting the sounds together to read a word

• Tricky words: Words that cannot easily be decoded.



Useful websites

Learn to read with phonics: a parent guide:
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/

Interactive Phonics Games

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=40

Instagram

@thephonicsfairy

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=40

