INTENT

Our school curriculum is grounded in our school Christian values and works with the SACRE agreed syllabus, including accessing
SACRE prepared units of work and the Understanding Christianity Programme of study. It aims to challenge the children to learn
about a range of religions and non-religious world views and the differences these make to how people live, whilst also considering
the big questions of life. In our non-diverse Christian school we want to ensure that the children go out into the world with the
knowledge and skills to understand their own beliefs and the beliefs of others and to live in today’s diverse and ever changing world.
Our curriculum plans aim to give our children the opportunities to discuss and question their own ideas, beliefs and values, and to
consider the ideas of others enabling them to participate in our multicultural society.

IMPLEMENTATION

The RE curriculum is delivered by two teachers in the school with considerable experience. Weekly RE lessons cover the religions
of Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism and Islam. Christian celebration days are also incorporated through the year as part of our
Christian ethos.

They learn about religion and non-religious world views in a variety of ways, including art, music, drama, dance, cooking,
celebrations, as well as through discussion and formal writing opportunities. The school has a variety of artefacts and religious
items that allow the children to experience ideas in practical ways. There is always a display in the hall related to a non-Christian
religious festival and a large display area to display the children’s work.

Each lesson includes a period of reflection that is led by the teacher in a purposeful way, often focussing on a relevant object or
idea that is linked to the rest of the lesson. We discuss thought provoking, challenging questions about meaning and purpose in
life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. We learn about religions and
beliefs in local, national and global contexts, to discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions.

The children are taught to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and express their insights in
response, and to agree or disagree respectfully. They are taught to use the skills needed to understand, interpret and evaluate
texts, sources of wisdom and authority and other evidence enabling them to articulate clearly and coherently their personal
beliefs, ideas, values and experiences while respecting the right of others to differ.

Where appropriate visitors are encouraged into the school to talk about their beliefs and practices and there are regular visits to
places of worship, including the local mosque, a Hindu temple in Birmingham, the local church and Gloucester Cathedral.

The teacher assesses children’s understanding at the end of each unit of work and an independent piece of writing is
incorporated into each unit. The children are encouraged to use the relevant specialist vocabulary to build their understanding.

IMPACT

e  Our RE curriculum is a huge part of what we do as a school. The children enjoy the way that it opens up lines of enquiry and
enables them to have deep discussions. They are happy to ask lots of questions as they try to deepen their understanding.
Not every lesson results in a written piece of work as we try to value talk and creativity over formal writing. Progress can be
seen in what the children say and do as they are encouraged to value their own imagination, thinking and development.

e They enjoy meeting visitors who come to speak about their beliefs and enjoy visiting places of worship. We are often
complimented on their knowledge and the respect that they show to others.




